Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost
November 8, 2020

Church of the Holy Nativity, Honolulu, HI
5286 Kalanianaole Hwy. Honolulu, HI 96821
http://www.holynativityhawaii.org/
We welcome everyone to our on-line worship together today! We are glad to see you!
The Prelude and Procession of Crosses
Lorraine Yamamoto, Organ; Alexander Domecki, Senior Acolyte
“His Love Comes Through” by Beatrice A. Miller

The Liturgy of the Word
Opening Acclamation
The people stand in body or in spirit as the Officiant says
Officiant:
People:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Officiant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Hymn of Praise
The Collect of the Day
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and
make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify
ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like
him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
The people are seated for the readings of the day.
First Reading: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
:

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the
judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said
to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah
and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I
took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan
and made his offspring many.
2

“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the
gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. Now if
you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods
your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose
land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other
gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along
all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and
the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore
we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.”
But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a
jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the LORD and
serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done
you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the LORD!” Then Joshua said to
the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to serve
him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are
among you, and incline your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua,
“The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the
people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 78:1-7
The congregation will join the reader in unison.
1 Hear my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; *
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.
3 That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.
4 We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, *
and the wonderful works he has done.
5 He gave his decrees to Jacob
and established a law for Israel, *
which he commanded them to teach their children;
6 That the generations to come might know,
and the children yet unborn; *
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;
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7 So that they might put their trust in God, *
and not forget the deeds of God,
but keep his commandments;
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by
the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no
means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the
archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together
with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage
one another with these words.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel
Then, all standing, the Deacon will read the Gospel
Priest or Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Matthew 25:1-13
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took
their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout,
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and
trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going
out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the
dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the
other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do
not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
After the Gospel, the Priest or Deacon says The Gospel of the Lord.
People

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Rev. Libby Berman
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Hymn #831: “Ubi Caritas”
Please join the choir in singing this contemplative Taize chant.
U-bi ca-ri-tas et a-mor
U-bi ca-ri-tas et a-mor,
U-bi ca-ri-tas, De-us i-bi est.
U-bi ca-ri-tas De-us i-bi est.
Ai-a no e loa’a ke a-lo-ha
Ai-a no e loa’a ke a-lo-ha
Ai-a no e loa’a ke A-kua no.
Ai-a no e loa’a ke A-kua no.
(Repeat 2x)

The Nicene Creed

ICET 1988 Text

The Officiant begins. The people join in.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People: Form VI
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The Leader and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Robert, our Bishop; and for all
bishops and other ministers.
For all who serve God in the Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. We pray for those on our parish prayer list:
Chris, Guthrie, Heather, Lola, Sylvia, Rico, Vivian, Wayne, Stephanie, Lora V., David, Anna Marie,
Lorraine N., Brian, Jolene, June, Jim, Michael, Doady, and Kelly Hyswick. We also pray also for
those who have the Corona virus, for caregivers, and for those who are working toward a vaccine.
We pray for those experiencing unemployment. Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. Lord, let your
loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
*****
In the aftermath of Election Day, we offer prayers “for our nation” from our “Book of Common
Prayer”:
Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to serve you in
freedom and in peace. Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of
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forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will; ; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
*****
The officiant continues:
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept
Officiant and People together
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father,
In your compassion forgive us our sins,
Known and unknown,
Things done and left undone;
And so uphold us by your Spirit
That we may live and serve you in newness of life,
To the honor and glory of your Name;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest says
Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
The Officiant offers the greeting of peace to the congregation. Members of the congregation are welcome to wave, bow,
offer shakas, or take other joyful actions of greeting!
Officiant: The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People:
And also with you!
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The Offertory Sentence
Officiant: Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.

Stewardship Message

Ms. Jean Steele

Offertory Hymn
The Hawaiian Doxology (Hymn #380 in the 1982 Hymnal)
The choir will lead this hymn. The congregation may join in quietly.
Ho’o - na-ni i ka Ma-ku-a,
Ke Kei-ki me ka ‘U-ha-ne no,
Ke-A-ku-a mau Ho-’o-mai-ka-’i pu
Ko kei-ia ao, ko ke-la ao. A-me-ne.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Officiant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
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who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Announcements
The Blessing

Rev. Libby Berman

The Dismissal
Deacon Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
People Thanks be to God!

The Postlude
Lorraine Yamamoto, Organ

“God of Grace and God of Glory” by Douglas E. Wagner
*******************

At the conclusion of the service, we welcome you to join us for our “virtual coffee hour.”
JOIN US AGAIN ONLINE NEXT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15 AT 9AM

Technical update: We currently are receiving the AV materials we ordered and we are ontrack for an installation on the third weekend in November. We invite your prayers for this
process and that we might begin our online + in-person services on Nov. 29, the first
Sunday in Advent and the first Sunday of the new church year.
*****************
Ministry Team for Today’s Service: thank you!
Officiant and preacher: The Rev. Libby Berman
Deacon: The Rev. Dr. Robert Steele
Musicians: Lorraine Yamamoto, Amie Lawyer & the HNC Choir
Readers: Owen, Noah, and Isaiah Zitz
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Intercessor: Taireva Thompson & Julia Yamaguchi
Technical team: Gretchen & Julia Yamaguchi; Adrienne Fung
Staff
Music Director (Chris Suzuki): hncmusic1@gmail.com
Student for Formation for Ordination: Frank Condello
Office (Punahele Coldwell): hncparish@gmail.com
Operations Manager (Kathy Kia): hncoperationsmanager@gmail.com
Thrift Shop (Peggy Budlong): hntsmgr@gmail.com
******************
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